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Implications of the Use and Disclosure of Vehicle
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Particulars may e provided to such a person as is mentioned in paragraph e on payment of a fee, if any, of such 
amount as appears to the Secretary of State reasonable in the circumstances of the case” 
 
 
 
• S.29 of the Data Protection Act permits the disclosure of personal data in any case where not to 

make the disclosure would be likely to prejudice the prevention and detection of crime or the 
prosecution of offenders. 

 
 
 
Safeguards 
 
Although the Secretary of State may authorise disclosures of keeper information, he may not do so 
except where, in his opinion, there is reasonable cause. Principally this will be in connection with an 
offence (where s.29 of the Data Protection Act will be relevant) or of a specific incident, such as an 
allegation of an accident or non-payment of a parking or of a ‘congestion’ fine. The Commissioner 
would certainly be willing to consider any evidence that disclosures had been made for other reasons.  
 
There is some evidence that in the past the DVLA has been deceived by enquiry agents and other 
investigators into providing keeper details where there is no reasonable cause. Procuring 
unauthorised disclosures of personal data is a criminal offence under the Data Protection Act and 
should be reported to the Information Commissioner. 
 
If you consider that your details have been wrongly disclosed to others by the DVLA, in the first 
instance you should ask it for an explanation. If you are not satisfied by the explanation you are 
given, for instance if it seems to you that the DVLA was deceived into disclosing your details, you 
may ask the Information Commissioner to carry out an assessment of the processing, in other words 
to consider if the disclosure breached the Data Protection Act. Requests for Assessment can be made 
by way of a  “Request for Assessment” form, which you can obtain from the Information Line on 
01625 545745 or by downloaded it from the website www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
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