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It is for local authorities to decide whether or not what they are doing is providing access for 
inspection and copying, bearing in mind the normal everyday meaning of the words “inspect” 
and “copy” and the particular circumstances of any request by an electoral registration officer for 
access. 
 
In addition the regulations do not specify what information a registration officer may require in 
connection with his ‘registration duties’, but we would expect that this information would 
reasonably include name, address and date of birth details.  If asked for further information, a 
local authority may need to consider whether or not this information is needed for the purposes 
of the registration officer’s duties, and therefore whether the condition given under paragraph 5 
of schedule 2 is met.  
 
As the law gives a registration officer the power to inspect and copy personal data, our view is 
that a registration officer can inspect and copy personal data collected for the purposes of 
Council Tax administration.   This is because whilst the Commissioner understands that the 
only permitted secondary uses and disclosures of Council Tax data are those specified in the 
Local Government Finance Act 1992, in consequential regulations, or in other statutes 
regulating different Local Authority, the latter condition is met by the above SIs.    Please see 
our separate advice sheet Secondary Use of Personal Data Held for the Collection and Administration of 
Council Tax.   
 
Local authorities will need to consider fair processing.  As the disclosure of information to a 
registration officer is under an enactment, section 35(1) of the Act exempts the disclosure from 
the non-disclosure provisions of the Act (section 27(4)), but only “to the extent that they are 
inconsistent with the disclosure in question”.  However this is unlikely to be the case, and local 
authorities will need to inform data subjects when collecting personal data that the purposes for 
which their data are intended to be processed may include electoral registration.   
 
 


